
Volunteer groups start pulling invasive species from
Conservation Areas and private lands
The EcoCise series of volunteer events is run by the Hamilton Watershed Stewardship Program and
Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA) Ecology department. Their work is supported in part by
donations to the Foundation’s Stewardship Fund.
While acres of garlic mustard and phragmites are a
formidable foe, a group of volunteers has formed to help limit
the spread of invasive species across the Hamilton watershed.
Organized by the Hamilton Watershed Stewardship Program
and HCA Ecology Department, the volunteers get together
every few weeks to do something positive for the
environment and enjoy some of the wellness benefits of
exercise and time spent outdoors in the process.

With three events completed to date, the group has removed
dozens of bags of japanese knotweed and garlic mustard
with plans to continue their efforts through the rest of the
summer. 

Three further invasive removal days are planned along with
six litter cleanup days.

If you or a group you know are interested in getting involved
with an EcoCise event, please email
volunteer@conservationhamilton.ca. To donate in support of
these efforts, visit

hamiltonconservationfoundation.ca/donate and select
“Hamilton Watershed Stewardship Program” as the donation
recipient.

The Hamilton Stewardship Program brought together 11 volunteers
for an Invasive Plant Day in the Dundas Valley on May 16 and
removed an extraordinary amount of garlic mustard and other
invasive plant material.
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Your donations at work
Where donations came from:

n Corporations: $191,148 30%

n Events: $   56,210 9%

n Foundations: $   79,133 13%

n Individuals: $281,325 45%

n Interest (Endowment & Bank): $   20,782 3%

Total: $628,598 100%

What they helped to achieve:

n Land Securement, Trails $225,248 70% 

& Capital Projects 

n Education and Conservation  $  80,694 25%

Awareness

n Cultural Heritage $        694 5%

Total: $322,661 100%

A discrepancy between donations received and spent is to be expected from year-to-year as land and trail projects do not necessarily proceed in the year in which funding is received. To
view our complete 2018 Audited Financial Statements and Statements from previous years please visit our website at www.hamiltonconservationfoundation.ca or call Foundation
Administrative Coordinator Toby Tresidder at 905-525-2181 ext. 129.

Dear Friends,
The Foundation embarked on a strategic planning process this spring. You will
hear more about the new strategic plan in future communications as the plan is
completed.

During the process, Board members agreed that our existing mission is still viable and left it
the same: The Hamilton Conservation Foundation protects and enhances natural cultural
legacies by raising and stewarding funds for the Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA). 

Thanks to donors like you, we were able to raise $628,598 for HCA conservation projects and
transferred $322,661 to HCA in the past year. 

Funds transferred are lower that what we received in the past year, and this is where the
stewardship of your donations comes into play. The Foundation manages your donations
until needed to fund HCA projects, transferring the funds when these projects are
completed. Some of your donations are directed to specific future projects; your
undesignated donations are allocated to highest priority projects as needed. 

By stewarding these funds, we ensure that your donations are directed exactly where you
intended, and to priority conservation projects across the Hamilton watershed. 

I am always happy to discuss the direction and use of your donations with you. Thank you for
your continued support of the HCA projects funded through the Foundation. 

Sincerely,

Grace Correia
Executive Director
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Friends of the Eramosa Karst build on years of tireless
advocacy with fundraising and volunteer plantings
The Foundation was thrilled to recognize the Friends of the
Eramosa Karst (FOTEK) this Spring at our 2019 Appreciation
Event  as they reached the Pioneer of Conservation ($50,000-
99,999) level on our Donor Wall.
Founded in October 2007, the group of volunteers sought to protect the
Eramosa Karst Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) from a
proposed housing development. They successfully launched a public
relations and fundraising campaign aimed at lobbying the provincial
government. Ultimately they were successful in getting the Province to
donate the Eramosa Karst Conservation Area to the Hamilton Conservation
Authority.

Following that success, the volunteers helped to protect the “Feeder
Lands” surrounding the Conservation Area, having them turned over to
HCA for a long-term lease for a nominal fee.

Despite two extraordinary successes, FOTEK’s volunteers have not quit.
They continue to fundraise, lead guided hikes through the area and attract
dozens of volunteers for annual native species plantings.

We at the Hamilton Conservation Foundation were extraordinarily proud
to recognize FOTEK on May 13 at our Appreciation Evening as they
reached the Pioneer of Conservation ($50,000-99,999) level on our Donor
Wall.
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(l to r) Fred Fuchs, Nicole Bedell, Margaret Reid and
Jennifer Stebbing celebrate FOTEK’s acheivement.

Design Plan to keep Saltfleet Conservation Area moving
toward large-scale wetland vision
With a generous grant of $100,000 from the RBC Foundation, previously announced in our electronic
newsletter, Hamilton Conservation Authority has hired a consultant to design what is expected to be the
region’s largest manmade wetland.

The wetland is planned for a property along Battlefield Creek near First
Road in Stoney Creek acquired by the Hamilton Conservation
Authority with a $2 million land acquisition grant from the Heritage
Green Community Trust. The wetland is expected to be formed by a
raised berm along First Road. The berm will hold back hold back water
while a variety of natural features will be installed to slow the pace and
cool the temperature of Battlefield Creek allowing it to assume its
original, meandering shape and spill over into a variety of pools. This
approach is expected to provide vital flood prevention downstream
and add a massive boost to local biodiversity.

The long-term vision for the Conservation Area is expected to also
include a connection to the nearby Devil’s Punchbowl along the
Dofasco 2000 Trail.

With this donation, the RBC Foundation has reached a milestone in
their support for the Hamilton Conservation Foundation. The donation
saw the RBC Foundation recognized at the $250,000-499,999 –
Benefactor of Conservation level on the Foundation’s donor wall and at
our recent Appreciation Day at the Dundas Valley Golf & Curling Club.

A relatively nondescript patch of former agricultural land,
prone to regular flooding events from Battlefield Creek, is
set to be home to part of a manmade wetland complex.



Dofasco 2000 Trail
boardwalk gets complete
overhaul
With a donation of $200,000 over two years
from ArcelorMittal Dofasco GP, the Upper
Stoney Creek trail linking the Devil’s Punchbowl
and Vinemount Swamp will be rebuilt and
prepared for linkages to the new Saltfleet
Conservation Area.

The trail has seen a number of closures in recent years
as the Emerald Ash Borer dramatically altered the tree
canopy and the boardwalks aging footings began to
deteriorate.

With ArcelorMittal Dofasco GP’s gift, the Conservation
Authority was able to begin work on a complete rebuild
of the boardwalk this past winter. The work is now half
complete and is expected re-start this coming winter.

The trail investment is especially timely as it runs
alongside part of the Saltfleet Conservation Area and
has the potential to connect visitors to the property
once the area’s long-term wetland project is complete.

Education program wins
award for outdoor use of
technology

Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA) Outdoor
Environmental Education program staff were
honored with Conservation Ontario’s Conservation
Areas Innovation Award at the 2018 Conservation
Areas Workshop event.

Under the theme of Digital Environment, staff were
recognized for introducing iPads to the program. Students
use the iPads to enhance their experiences in the field and
better connect them to nature. 

With the help of a constantly-evolving set of apps, the iPads
open a world of endless possibilities. Students use the iPads
to navigate the sprawling Conservation Area, identify bird
calls and plant species. A new app even identifies cloud
formations and helps students understand changes in
weather patterns.

Funding for the iPads was provided through donations to
the Foundation’s Outdoor Environmental Education Fund.
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Education Program staff James O’Neill and Sandy Root show off their
award.



The iconic Valens Lake Conservation Area Fishing Bridge is nearing the end of its lifespan and replacement is one of many projects expected to be
identified in the new Master Plan.  The Foundation looks forward to  working with volunteer groups to raise funds in the years to come for all sorts
of projects at Valens Lake CA.

Volunteer group starts small at Valens Lake CA while big
plans percolate and Master Plan develops
Longtime Valens Lake CA campers and nature lovers Marion and Rick Robertson have begun organizing a
group of volunteers to lead bird walks, garbage cleanups and tree plantings. The early success of their
bluebird boxes has them excited for the future.

Many of our readers may already know Rick and Marion from
their work with the Friends of Westfield Heritage Village, their
family has deep roots at Valens Lake CA. After years of
enjoying the area with their family, they’ve decided to do
whatever they can to give back. As a result, the Friends of
Valens Lake volunteer group was born. Their first effort this
January was to build habitat boxes for bluebirds and place
them throughout the Conservation Area.

Now that 75% of those boxes are home to nesting bluebirds,
they’ve begun leading bird hikes which have been a real hit
with local families eager to learn more about the natural
world. Rick and Marion have started planning trash cleanups
and working with Conservation Area staff to help out
wherever they can.

If you’d like to join the Friends of Valens Lake or just want to
find out about future events, please contact Marion at

rm.robertson@xplornet.ca.

This is, in fact, a very exciting time for the Valens Lake CA.
Hamilton Conservation Authority staff are working hard to
develop a Master Plan which will help to drive the next
several years of projects. The plan, expected for early 2020, is
currently in the public input stage.

Already the list of projects at Valens is growing. The iconic
Valens Lake Fishing Bridge is nearing the end of its lifespan
despite a diligent maintenance program. The Lookout Tower
requires attention, a new floating dock could get hikers closer
to wildlife in the reservoir and expanded camping facilities
are prime spots for native tree and shrub plantings.

If you would like to have your say in what happens at Valens
Lake CA, please visit the public consultation website at
https://conservationhamilton.ca/valens-lake-master-plan-
public-comment-process/
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Thank you to all of our fantastic donors
We’re proud to recognize everyone who donated between December 1, 2017 and November 30, 2018

Christine Adams
Pamela Alexander
Margaret Anderson-Herrmann
Elaine and Roger Ashton
Dennis and Patricia Baker
Helen Barton
Warren Beacham
Joan Bell
Ann Beniusis
Frederick Bennett
Barbara Bergevin in honour of

Judy & Jack McIlwraith
Deb Bishop
Margaret Black
Dorothy Bolf
Mark Bortolotti
Hazel Broker
Rondalyn Brown
Janet Bryers
William Buchan
Marcus Buck & Norma Moores
Elizabeth and Russell Burgess
Lisa Burnside
Norma Button
Brian and Patricia Cameron
Gordon and Patricia Cameron
Melissa Camus
Paul Cannon
Vince Cappelli
Gord Carpenter
Shirley Carson
Matt Casey
Mary Chantrell
James Clark
John and Lynn Coates
Eric Cogswell
Anne Collins
David Cook
Judith Coombe
Michelle Cooper
Grace Correia
Gordon R. Costie
Jim Couch
Robert D. Crockford
Eric and Sharon Crump
Frank Cucullo
Karen Culp
L. Anne Dackombe-Paines
Margaret Davidson

Barbara Davis
Peter Dawson
Silvia DeFaveri
Susan Devai
Angela Dewit
Velia Di Muzio
David Donat
Charles Doubrough
Harry Drews
Barry Dyment
Lynda Eddy
Maha El Moraly
Diane Elliott
John Evans
Nell Farmer
Scott Flaxman
Helen Fong
Robert Fortune
Dr. Karl Freeman
Fred and Mary Pat Fuchs
Colleen Fuller
Mary Elizabeth and Bill Fulton
Melanie Gagnon
Bethel Ann Galindez
Alexandra Gall
David Gerrie
Alison and Kerr Gibson
Charles Gidley
L. Ann and Bob Glass
Valerie and David Goddard
Susan Goetz
Kelly Grafton
Kay Grant
Dr. John and Gillian

Gunstensen
Joan and Ken Hall
Fran Hall Bullock
Derek Hamilton
Beryl Hammill
Theresa Harper and Matt

Valeriote
Bill Harris
Phil Harris
Vi Harris
Marion and Edward Harrison
Irene Harrop
Bruce and Marian Harschnitz
John Harvey
Gail Hassel

Mark Hatton
Alison Healing
Arthur Heidebrecht
Margaret Henning
Carrol Herauf
Jordan Hill
Peter Hill
Sharon and Stephen Holford
Kathy and Ron Holmes
William Holton
Mary Howell
Abigail Rebecca Hughes
Bob Hunziker
Jeremiah Hurley
Annette Huys
Marian Inksetter
Christina Jager
Anne Jarvis
Olive Jeejeebhoy
Jo-Ann Johnson
Cindy Johnston
Derek Jones
Suzanne Jones
Wendy Kam
Michael and Elizabeth Kay
Sara Kinnear
Janet Knowles
Scott Koblyk
Alfred and Heide Koehn
Joel Konik
Kevin Lacey
Cheryl Larocque
Lynne Larsen
Anita Lauinger
Jeng Lee
Bryce Leggatt
Tricia Leong
Arthur and Elizabeth Lesser
Sian Leyshon-Doughty
Linda Lowrey
Kathleen Lyne
In Loving Memory of Karen

Davies
Joan MacDonald
Peter MacDonald
Richard and Ethel MacDonald
Doug and Sue Mallory
Roger Mann
Deborah Marcellus

Audrey Mason
Ken Mason
Sarah Masterman-Lees
Kary McCahill
Louise McCann
Eugenia McCaw
Randy McConnell
Mary McCormack
Doreen McGahey
Bruce McInnis
David and Joan McInnis
Sandra McLellan
Mary McMahon
Angie and Gordon McNulty
Doug McPherson
Eileen and John McQuade
Walt Mikula
Jean Millar
Patrick and Valerie Moore
Jan Moulton
Gail Mumford
In loving memory of Katie

Mundy
The Murphy Investment Group

at CIBC Wood Gundy
Michael Murray
John Nauta
Kelly and Robert Neale
Elley Newman
Leslie Nieradka
Richard Omatsu
Sheila O'Neal
Tom O'Shaughnessy
Duke and Kay O'Sullivan
Branden Pare Eldridge
Ray Paslawski
Ann Gillespie and Stewart

Patch
Betty Paul
Caroline Paul
Scott, Cheryl, Abi & Zach Peck
Lynne Peterson
Morgan Pirie
Larry Pitz
Tom and Libby Pokoradi
Nancy Pollock
Valeska Ramsay
Debbie and Bruce Rankin
In Memory of Helmut Rath

Tylene Reaume
Margaret Reid
Errol Richardson
Scott Roberts
Jodie Rogic
Sheila Rosart
Sheila Russell
Art Samson
Albert Santoni
Steve Savoie
Tim Schumacher
Karl Schwarze
Doug and Malle Scott
Margaret Shaver
Liza Sheard
Roy Sheldrick
Hayley Smith
Laurie Socha
Lillian Socha
Harriet Sprague
Harvey Starkman
Gwyneth Steinnagel
Paul Stillwell
Beth Stormont
Anne Strang
Lewis and Anne Straus
Carmelo Strazzulla
Michael Street
Lee Swan
Mark Tamminga and Joany

Verschuuren
Andrew Tapajna
Justin Taravski
Jennifer Taylor
Rebecca Taylor
Anne Tennier
Richard Thode
Sandra Thomaidis
John Thornton
Maria Topalovic
In memory of Brian Torsney
In loving memory of Brett F.D.

Sampson
Alyssa and Toby Tresidder
Irene and Ken Tse
David Van Sickle
Jim Vanderveken
M. Evelyn Veale
Christopher Vert

Roman Viveros-Aguilera
Jim and Sue Waddington
Liam Wakil
Doreen Walker
Jane Walker and David Price
Lois Wall
Marie Wallace
Lynn Walton
Sarah Warburton
Ine Wauben
Garnet Webster
James and Brenda Welch
Christopher Wheeler
John and Jean Wheeler
Susan Wheeler
Elizabeth Whetham
Pat White
Shirley Williams
Ron Wilsack
Rob and Sandra Winninger
Aaron Winship
Betty Wismer
Margaret Wong
Gary Wrathall
Brian and Nancy Wylie
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Individual Donors



Benefactor of Conservation ($250,000-499,999)
RBC Foundation

Pioneer of Conservation ($50,000-99,999)
Friends of the Eramosa Karst (FOTEK) Inc.

Steward of Conservation ($10,000-24,999)
Ted Dwyer and Madeleine Tanglao Dwyer

Guardian of Conservation ($5,000-9,999)

Tom and Libby Pokoradi 
Doug and Malle Scott

Partner of Conservation ($2,500-4,999)

Canon Canada Inc.
Dr. John and Gillian Gunstensen
The Murphy Investment Group at CIBC Wood Gundy
Michael Murray
John Thornton
Irene and Ken Tse

Partner of Conservation (cont’d)

WWF – Canada
Brian and Nancy Wylie 

Friend of Conservation ($1,000-2,499)

Warren Beacham 
Patti Beamsley
Renee Bulger
Brian and Patricia Cameron
Michelle Cooper 
Mary Ford 
Kelly Grafton
Sara Kinnear
Karen Phillips 
Margaret Reid
Lewis and Anne Straus
Alyssa and Toby Tresidder
Shirley Williams 
Kathryn Yates

Tribute Donations
Donations were received in honour of the following: 

Milestones on the Donor Wall
We want to recognize the following donors whose cumulative giving hit a new milestone in 2018!

Agro Zaffiro LLP
ArcelorMittal Dofasco G.P.
Burlington Runners Club
Cambridge Handweavers & Spinners Guild
Canon Canada Inc.
Chitty Charitable Foundation at the Strategic

Charitable Giving Foundation
Copetown Lions Club
Creative At Home Inc.
Crock A Doodle Pottery
Enbridge Pipelines Inc.
Friends of Doctor Cairo
Friends of the Eramosa Karst (FOTEK) Inc.

Friends of Westfield Heritage Village
Glendale Motors - Doug Kloet
Hamilton Community Foundation

The Marlies and Alan Clark Fund
The Dougher Community Fund
Ray Lowes Environmental Fund
The McCallum McBride Fund
W. Robert and Marion S. Shivas      

Conservation Trust Fund
The Edith H. Turner Foundation Fund

Hamilton Wentworth Elementary Teachers
Local

HNHB LHIN

Lynden Horticultural Society
Manulife Financial Corporation
McMaster Innovation Park
National Steelcar Limited - Employees

Charitable Donations
Northern Casket
Optimist Club of Strabane
Ray Lewis Elementary School
RBC Foundation
Rotary Club of Ancaster A.M.
Rothsay
Sticks n Stones Trail Race (Happy Trails

Racing)

TD - Friends of the Environment Foundation
The Children's Fund (AM900 CHML, Y108 &

95.3 Fresh
The Harbinger Foundation
The PRFCT Line
TransCanada Corporation
Versitech Industries Inc.
Westover Women's Institute
WWF - Canada
Zafco International Inc.

Wayne Allan
Janice Armstrong
Thomas Beckett
Samantha Burwell
Elva Carrol
Hugh Clark
Thomas Cline
Karen Davies
Joy Dingman

Dena Gillies
Brian Goetz
Sylvia Gordineer
Patricia Green
Gil and Maureen Harmer
Grant Howell
Michael Johnstone
Grace Lapp
Cameron Leslie

Ethel MacDonald
Judy McIlwraith
Katie Mundy
Heather Napier
Walter Nimmrichter
Joseph Panko
The Pearce Family
Anne Redish
Amber Salerno

Douglas A. Scott
Bob Simpson
Ravi Singh
Jane Spears
Arno Steinnagel
Mike Sturrock
Bob Tallevi
John Wheeler
Maureen Jean Wolfe
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The Hamilton Conservation Foundation protects and enhances natural
and cultural legacies by raising and stewarding funds for the Hamilton
Conservation Authority.
Our charitable registration number is 85997 5617 RR0001.

Your donations to the Hamilton Conservation
Foundation help to:

l Get kids learning about the environment
outdoors

l Protect and improve the Hamilton
watershed’s meadows, forests, streams and
wetlands in our Conservation Areas

l Build new trails and improve existing ones
l Bring history to life at Westfield Heritage

Village

Thank You!


