
Connecting students with the beauty of the Valley they
call home
Ted and Madeleine Dwyer feel grateful for their family’s connection with the natural world that
surrounds them. Living in the Dundas Valley, they are surrounded by some of the most diverse wildlife in
Southern Ontario.
Their three children, Ethan, Asia and Mahalia, each connect
with nature in their own ways. Asia is an avid runner and
knows the Dundas Valley trails well while Ethan and Mahalia
love taking the family dog out for long walks. Though the
siblings sometimes roll their eyes when their parents prattle
on about the importance of being in nature, they all enjoy
their family hikes together.

Sharing that experience with other families is a big part of
why they donate to the Foundation’s Step Into Nature Fund.
Their donations support educational programming for
Elementary and Secondary students. Madeleine, who came
to Canada from the Philippines with her family as a young
child, sees the value in connecting young people with
nature: “Lots of newcomers face many challenges and are
just trying to survive when they get here,” she explains.
“They don't always have time to explore what makes this
place special. With the outdoor education program,

Ted and Madeleine Dwyer with their children at the back of their
property in the Dundas Valley.
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Volunteer Tree Planting, Eramosa Karst CA
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Your donations at work
Where donations came from:

n Corporations: $   19,000 5%

n Events: $   34,041 10%

n Foundations: $   86,019 25%

n Individuals: $ 138,143 39%

n Interest (Endowment & Bank): $   74,669 21%

Total: $ 351,872 100%

What they supported:

n Land Securement, Trails $439,029 82% 

& Capital Projects 

n Education and Conservation  $  91,100 17%

Awareness

n Cultural Heritage $     6,292 1%

Total: $536,421 100%

A discrepancy between donations received and spent is to be expected from year-to-year as land and trail projects do not necessarily
proceed in the year in which funding is received. To view our complete 2020 Audited Financial Statements and Statements from previous years please visit our website at
hamiltonconservationfoundation.ca or call Foundation Administrative Coordinator Toby Tresidder at 905-525-2181 ext. 129.

Dear Friends,
One of the few silver linings of this seemingly
interminable pandemic is that people continue to
get outdoors in record numbers.

The growing number of visitors to Hamilton’s conservation
areas offers us an opportunity to connect with new people,
new groups and new communities. More than ever before,
our neighbours see the value in protecting our natural lands
and making sure they are there when we need them.

I want to deliver a sincere thank you to all of our donors whose vision and generosity have
protected so many of the beautiful and diverse spaces. Places like the Dundas Valley, the
Eramosa Karst and Canal Park simply would not be here to help us through these difficult
times if it wasn’t for our donors.

Your generosity gives me hope for the future and our growing capacity to meet the daunting
challenges ahead. The Saltfleet Conservation Area Wetland Project will be a key part of that.
Your support has already helped to protect the lands necessary to move this project forward. 

Before we ask our growing community of conservationists to help build these new wetlands,
I want to thank those of you who had the vision to get us here. Your support matters more
than you could possibly know.
Sincerely,

Jennifer Stebbing
Chair
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Construction for first Saltfleet CA wetland near
Battlefield Creek expected to begin in 2022.
The multi-year Saltfleet CA Wetland Project continues to move forward as Hamilton Conservation
Authority (HCA) seeks to dramatically improve the resilience of the east end of the Hamilton watershed.
The final plans for the project are expected from the
design consultant in the coming days. These plans will
allow HCA to send out a tender for construction of the
first wetland, with a target start date of late fall or early
winter. HCA continues to work with its design consultant
to secure all approvals required for the project to proceed.

The design plans call for two wetland storage facilities.
The work will involve site regrading, berms, outlet control
structures, and constructed wetland areas. A channel will
be constructed connecting the new wetlands to the
existing creek channel using natural channel design
techniques.

The wetland is expected to be the first of a number of
projects along the Upper Stoney and Battlefield Creeks.
This work is taking place in the new Saltfleet Conservation
Area which was established on land purchased with
funding from the Heritage Green Community Trust and
City of Hamilton.

A General Plan for the work shows the location and grading plans within
the Saltfleet Conservation Area.



Thanks to the continued generosity of Ted and Madeleine Dwyer as well as all our donors who support the Step Into Nature Fund, Outdoor
Environmental Education programming will be there to welcome students back to the Dundas Valley Conservation Area for curriculum-focused
field trips as soon as it is safe to do so.
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Coming together as a family to share the beauty of the
Valley they call home (continued from page 1) 

students from Hamilton’s diverse communities learn about
the value and the beauty of these spaces which may be
totally new to them. With any luck, they bring their families
back to the conservation area on their own. Making that
connection can be the beginning of something really special.”

As for their own family’s connection with nature, much of that
was forged close to their old family home in Westdale. They
spent plenty of time exploring the Royal Botanical Gardens’
lands around Cootes Paradise when the kids were young. 

Madeleine was also familiar with the Dundas Valley CA. As a
teacher at a school in Hamilton’s north-end she took a
number of classes to Hamilton Conservation Authority’s
education programs in the Valley. “I had students who were
used to being surrounded by concrete. The big, beautiful
forest was a really exciting adventure for them,” she recalled.

The family’s own adventures took them to Europe and after a
few years in Belgium and the Netherlands, they were ready to
return home. When it was time to find a place to live, they
were eager to settle in the Valley. They recently did major
renovations on the home they chose almost ten years ago
now. These included a number of measures to mitigate their
footprint including solar panels and a geothermal system.
Seeking a permit from HCA was a learning experience in and
of itself. “We didn’t realize there were species at risk right here

in the Valley when we started this process,” Madeleine
explains. “For example, preparations for our renos involved
taking steps to protect the habitat of the Jefferson
Salamander. Now that we are more aware, we have even
more reasons to appreciate and care for what surrounds us.”

The family wanted to do more, though, and got in touch with
the Foundation to see how they could support the Valley.
After meeting with Foundation Executive Director, Grace
Correia, they decided to make a donation to the Step Into
Nature Fund. It was important to try and help instill a love
and respect for nature, particularly the Valley, through
supporting outdoor education programs.

Madeleine and Ted want to do what they can for the
community where they make a home. Though they have
indicated that they plan to support the Foundation through a
gift in their will, they’re eager to see that impact now, too. 

They have supported the Step Into Nature Fund for two years
now, helping HCA’s education programs weather the storm of
the ongoing pandemic. Thanks to their generosity, the
programs are able to connect with students remotely and will
be ready to welcome classes back to the Dundas Valley CA as
soon as it is safe to do so, helping to inspire a new generation
of families to forge their own connections with nature. 



Equestrian Campout
goes virtual to ensure
Dundas Valley trails are
not forgotten
Volunteers fromt he local equestrian
community were saddened when the 2020 and
2021 annual campouts were cancelled due to
the ongoing pandemic.

While they weren’t able to gather en masse, that didn’t
stop them from supporting the Dundas Valley Trails
Fund. Donations received through a Virtual Equestrian
Campout in December helped to raise $1,850 for the
Fund.

As a result, Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA)
crews will be able to conduct much-needed repairs to
bridges on the 40km Dundas Valley trail system. Two
bridges on the Main Loop and Sawmill Trail are set to
be rebuilt as part of a larger “bridge blitz” planned for
this summer and fall. 

The Equestrian Campout has supported the Dundas
Valley Trails Fund since the early 1990s. The Dundas
Valley Equestrian Association, which organizes the
event, has now raised over $200,000 for the trails and
are a key reason why the trail system has become such
an important part of the Ancaster and Dundas
communities.

Fifty Point beachgrass
plantings kick off efforts
to boost Conservation
Area’s biodiversity
The planting funded by the Hamilton-Oshawa
Port Authority took place in October at Fifty
Point CA which is the site of a planned wetland
project.

The planting, which focused heavily on beachgrass and
native shrubs has already begun to enhance the
Conservation Area’s natural features along the Lake
Ontario shoreline.

Further inland, a wetland has been planned for the
west end of the Conservation Area. The project will
divert a watercourse that was causing flooding
concerns nearby and direct it through a newly
constructed natural channel to the Conservation Area’s
main pond. This will result in new spawning habitat for
fish in both the channel and the pond boosting the
productivity and sustainability of the Conservation
Area’s natural areas.
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Thank you to all of our fantastic donors
We’re proud to recognize everyone who donated between December 1, 2019 and November 30, 2020

Christine Adams
Sumaiya Ahmed
Moira Alley
Matt Anderton
Yves Apel
Dr. Norman Archer
David Armstrong
Rich Auger
Joyce Aylward
Dennis and Patricia

Baker
Keegan Balcomb
Stanley Baldwin
Carole Barr
Hannah Barrie
Helen Barton
Warren Beacham
Patti Beamsley
William Beardmore
Dmitri Belenko
Joan Bell
Jonathan Bendik
Ann Beniusis
Barbara Bergevin
Ivo Biancucci
John Kyle Bittman
Kim Blakey
Cynthia Bosett
Callum Bramley
Tara Brannen
Chris Brown
Moire Brown
Rondalyn Brown
Janet Bryers
Marcus Buck
Lysianne Buie
Renee Bulger
Caroline Burgess
Christel Burnside
Lisa Burnside
Jutta Busch
Michael Caccamo
Sonja Cadman
Brian and Patricia

Cameron
Catherine Campbell
Mr. Gord Carpenter
Michael Carr
Shirley Carson

James Carter Minor
Jacqueline Casciola
Matt Casey
Brunhilde Cawi
Don Chappel
Ryan Chard
Beverley Chisholm
J. Geoff Church
Kendra Church
Olivia Ciaglia
James Cimba
John Coates
Carrie Cochrane
Karla Colasimone
Wendy Coleman
Jennifer Cooper
Michelle Cooper
Grace Correia
Gord Costie
Mary Cousineau
Beth Cowley
Eric and Sharon

Crump
Karen Culp
Ed Curtis
L. Anne Dackombe-

Paines
James and Dorothy

Dake
Suresh Daljeet
Mary Davies
Peter Dawson
Paul and Geeske de

Laat
Sonam Dekyi
Susan Devai
Angela Dewit
Reuven Dichter
Ian Dickson
David and Valerie

DiSalvo
David Disher
Rob Dobos
Charles Dobson
Karen and Kevin Dore
Charles and Irene

Doubrough
John Drake
Virginia Drake
Harry Drews

Mark Drummond
Gavin Durocher
Theodore Dwyer and

Madeleine
Tanglao-Dwyer

Barry Dyment
Carolyn Eaton
Diane Elliott
Cathy Erskine
Dina Etmanskie
Erica Evans
Gordon Eves
Savvas Farassoglou
Walter Fedoriw
Deb Fester and Chuck

Clark
Rick Fielding
Daniel Finnigan
Regan Fiuza
Melanie Flynn
Morten Fogh
George Fordyce
Julia Foster
Dr. Karl Freeman
Michael Friesen
Mary Elizabeth and

Bill Fulton
Alexandra Gall
Eric Gassner
Daniela Giannini
Raffaela Giannini
Elizabeth Gibson
Francis Hope Gibson
Emily Giles
Valerie and David

Goddard
Rachelle Goodier
Mark Gordon
Kelly Grafton
Kay Grant
Winanne Grant
Andrew Greenberg
Lauren Griffith
Peter Gruber
Dorothy Gruggen
Robyn Guest
Gillian and John

Gunstensen
Janyce Hadala
Ms. Esther Hagerman

Kenneth and Joan
Hall

Cecil and Gladys
Hamilton

Derek Hamilton
Beryl and Joseph

Hammill
Mr. Erich Hanel
Theresa Harper
Marion Harrison
Dr. Paul Harrison
Bruce Harschnitz
Veronica Hayes
Sarah Hedden
Arthur Heidebrecht
Courtney Hellam
Margaret Henning
Herb and Carrol

Herauf
Tomris Hertzberg
Joan Hewitt
Peter Hill
Dr. Adam Hitchcock
Sharon and Stephen

Holford
Cyndie Horner
Janet Horsnell
Abigail Rebecca

Hughes
Kurt Peter Hundeck
William Hunt
Ms. Megan Hunter
Jeremiah Hurley
Annette Huys
Christina Jager
Robert and Darlene

James
Susan Jantzi
Cynthia Dreschel
Spencer Jaretzke
Anne and Lloyd Jarvis
Michael Jefferson
Laura Jennings
Benson Joeris
Ed and Margaret
Suzanne Jones
Nitzan Kadmon
Amritpal Kaur
Dr. & Mrs. J. Michael

and Elizabeth Kay

Bernadette Kennedy
Olga Kent
Karin Kidikian
Jason Killing
Sara Kinnear
Mr. & Mrs. G. Kitchen
Doug and Valerie

Kloet
Janet Knowles
Diane Knyf
Alfred and Heide

Koehn
Joel Konik
Marlee Koniuch
Richard and Eleanore

Kosydar
Kevin Lacey
Julie Lajoie
Barbara Laking
Debora Lamch
Madeleine Lamer
John Laratta
Cheryl Larocque
Lynne Larsen
Stan Lasanowski
Anita and Frank

Lauinger
James Lawrence
Cathy Laye
Marcel LeBlanc
Alvin Lee
Mark Lefebvre
Wendy Leger
Jennifer and William

Lennon
Tricia Leong
Elizabeth Lesser
Carey Levinton
Aleka Lilius
Hanna Lindemann
Linda Lowrey
Alex Luft
Cathy Lumb
Josh Lutz
Anna MacDonald
Cliff MacDonald
Joan MacDonald
Richard MacDonald
Nancy MacGillivray
Mike Macpherson

Doug Mallory
Shirley Mallory
Roger Mann
Carolyn Isabel Marsh
Gail Matheson
Olga Maxemiuk
Stephanie McAulay
Louise McCann
Ryan McCaughen
Mary McCormack
Nicole McDonald
Sheila McDougall
Nathan McFadden
Doreen McGahey
Joe McGowan
David and Joan

McInnis
Emily McLean
Candice McMullen
Gordon and Angie

McNulty
Joel McPhee
John and Eileen

McQuade
Margot McWhirter
Maria Meehan
Pat Melmer
Joanne Kathleen

Menchions
Alan Mendelson
Anna Michalski
Beverly Miller
Anita Millman
Vivian Minden
Caroline Mitchell
Valerie Moore
Paige Moran
Katrina Moser
Bella and Henry

Muller
Lori and Tim Murphy
Sarah Murphy
Michael Murray
Isaak Musse
Maral Nalbandian
Lidia Narozniak
John Nauta
Robert and Kelly

Neale
Helen Nelson

Leslie and Ken
Nieradka

Charles Oatman
Alex Oda
Joanna Oda
Warren Oda
Gordon Ofield
Richard Omatsu
Jim O'Neill
Heather O'Reilly
Tom O'Shaughnessy
Duke O'Sullivan
Wendy Ott
Heather Page
Susan Pajek
Margaret Palcic
Linda Palmer
Stewart Patch
Barb Patterson
Michael Patterson
T. Scott Peck
Lynne Peterson
Janina and Helmut

Petri
Brian Pett
Ian Pietras
Morgan Pirie
Tom and Libby

Pokoradi
Nancy Pollock
Sandra Poloni
Jason Prendergast
Sarah Pronesti
Aqueeb Qadri
Michael Ramsay
Anne Redish
Graham Reid
Margaret Reid
Phil Renaud
Chris Ricketts
Paul Robinson
Carolyn Rogers
Philip and Jodie Rogic
Martha Rolland
Paul Rudling
Sheila Russell
Art Samson
Andrea Sartor
Karl Schwarze

Douglas A. Scott and
Malle Volaric

Lany Scruton
Heather Seabright
Audrey Senkus
Nitsan Shachor
Hal Shaw
Brett Shelton
Jackie Sherk
Greg Shipman
Sandra Shock
Craig Silenzi
Stephen Singh
Nancy Smith
Janet Snaith
Ron Soldaat
Matthew Sparks
Katharine Louise

Spencer
Gwyneth Steinnagel
Jeff Stock
Bernard Stout
Mike Stoutley-

Henderson
Anne Strang
Michael Street
Jen Syrowitz
Andrew and Dorothy

Tapajna
Jennifer Taylor
Rebecca Taylor and

Warren Barden
Wayne Taylor
Steve Terhljan
John Thode
Richard Thode
Aaron Thomas
Janet Thompson
John Thornton
Richard Tizzard
Kevin Todorel
Baldish Toor
Andrea Tracey
Corey Treen
Jacklynn Tregunno
Susan Tremaine
Toby Tresidder
Liam Tryon
Irene and Ken Tse
Mel Tuck

Mark Turkstra
Isa Urrutia
Peter van Driel
David and Susan Van

Sickle
George Vanderburgh
M Evelyn Veale
Brian Verspagen
Christopher Vert
Frank Voisin
Jacqueline Wakefield
Irwin and Susan

Walker
Terri-Lynne Walker
Tracy Wallace
Lynn and Roy Walton
Allan Watson
Nancy Watts
Ine Wauben
Jeremy Waxman
Margaret Webert
Jean and John

Wheeler
Elizabeth Whetham
Elizabeth Wills
Dianne Wilson
Sandra Winninger
Terry Wiseman
Katie Wittmann
Mr. Charles Wolfe
Henk Wondergem
Philip and Barbara

Wood
Mr. Bryan Wood
Donald Woodside
Gwyneth Xagoraris
Kathryn Yates
Catherine Zacal
Isik and Mehmet

Zeytinoglu
Spencer Zimmerman
Beth and Doug

Zimmerman-
McKellar

and 1 Anonymous
donor
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Individual Donors



Trustee of Conservation ($100,000-249,999)

Dundas Valley Equestrian Association
Greenbelt Foundation

Pioneer of Conservation ($50,000-99,999)

Matt Casey

Ambassador of Conservation ($25,000-49,999)

Enbridge Inc.

Guardian of Conservation ($5,000-9,999)

Estate of Winnifred Curry
The Enoch Turner Schoolhouse Foundation
Mary Elizabeth and Bill Fulton
Scott & Cheryl Peck 

Guardian of Conservation (cont’d)

Karl Schwarze

Partner of Conservation ($2,500-4,999)

Rob Dobos
Dodsworth & Brown Funeral Home - Ancaster Chapel
Hope Gibson
Alex Luft
Martin Taylor
Ine Wauben
Kathryn Yates

Friend of Conservation ($1,000-2,499)

Aviva Canada
James Cimba

Friend of Conservation (cont’d)

Wendy Coleman
The Great Outdoors Fund
John Laratta and Margaret Melhorn
Sheila O'Neal
Graham Reid
Rockton Antique and Hobby Club
Philip and Jodie Rogic
Samuel, Son & Co., Limited
TransCanada Trail

Tribute Tree Donations
Our 2021 native tree and shrub plantings across the Hamilton Watershed have been generously funded
through donations received in honour of the following: 

Milestones on the Donor Wall
We want to recognize the following donors whose cumulative giving hit a new milestone in the last year!

Ancaster Lions Club
Anonymous
Cambridge Handweavers & Spinners Guild
Chesley Saddle Club
Chitty Charitable Foundation At The Strategic

Charitable Giving Foundation
City Of Hamilton
Copetown Lions Club
Dodsworth & Brown Funeral Home - Ancaster

Chapel

Dundas Little Theatre
Enbridge Inc.
Friends Of Doctor Cairo
Friends Of Westfield Heritage Village
G.N. Webster & Associates Ltd.
Genesis Woodworks Inc.
Glendale Curling Friends
Greenbelt Foundation
Hamilton Community Foundation
Hamilton Industrial Environmental Association

Hamilton-Oshawa Port Authority
Levan Family Foundation (a fund of the Oakville

Community Foundation)
Lynden Horticultural Society
National Steelcar Limited - Employees Charitable

Donations
Ontario Trail Riders Association
Optimist Club of Strabane
RBC Dominion Securities
Ross & McBride

Royal Bank Of Canada
Samuel, Son & Co. Limited.
TD Bank Group
The Great Outdoors Fund
The Hydronics Team
Trans Canada Trail

Makoa Bolus-Smith
Ellery Clark
Ruth Edgett
Patricia Green
Bailey Gruber

Richard Levan
Brian Lukas
Judy and Jack McIlwraith
Tyler Moyer
Jessica Myers

Eric O'Reilly
Ann Ruch
Doug and Malle Scott
Justin Taravski
Rebecca Taylor

Sarah Wakefield
William Wolfe
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Corporate, Foundation and Service Club Donors

Other Tributes
Donations were received in honour of the following: 

The Abrams Family
Joan Christine Agro
Rocco Battaglia
Patricia Baulcomb
Alan Beattie
Forrest Bentham
The Boatsmith Family
Brian Coutts
Rick Csiernik
Marjorie Dalsto
Joseph D’Angelo

Kathryn Fairfield
Elaine Fawcett
William Finn
Allessa Fisher
Chara Gidley
Charles Gidley
Maria Gower
Ingrid Griffett
Alison Healing
Abigail Rebecca Hughes
Ignacy Kukuczka

Anna Latus
Brian Lukas
Cheryl and Bruce MacDonald
Ethel MacDonald
Maria Martins
Ronnie McHaffie
Nancy Mitchell
Tyler Moyer
Fred Niemeyer
Marija Palcic
Cathy Paul

Peter Pawlik
Ben Sherwood
Ron Sikkema
Julie Stahlbaum
Zoltan Szabo
Ken Yardley
The Zacharia Family
George Zontanos

Legacy Gift Circle
We are proud to recognize all those who have shared their plans to make a gift through their estate.

Krista Boyd
Theodore Dwyer and Madeleine Tanglao-Dwyer
Angie and Gordon McNulty

Doug and Malle Scott
Chitra and Robbie Singh
and 3 donors who wish to remain anonymous.
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The Hamilton Conservation Foundation protects and enhances natural
and cultural legacies by raising and stewarding funds for the Hamilton
Conservation Authority.
Our charitable registration number is 85997 5617 RR0001.

Your donations to the Hamilton
Conservation Foundation help to:

l Get kids learning about the environment
outdoors

l Protect and improve the Hamilton
watershed’s meadows, forests, streams and
wetlands in our Conservation Areas

l Build new trails and improve existing ones
l Bring history to life at Westfield Heritage

Village

Thank You!


