
“The environment gives us so much joy and happiness.
We want to support it!”
If you’re a regular visitor to the Dundas Valley Conservation Area, chances are that you’ve crossed paths
at some point with Chitra and Robbie Singh. Always cheerful and extraordinarily polite, the couple say
they owe their cheerful disposition to the time they spend in nature.

“It’s so important for mental and physical wellbeing,” says
Robbie. “That’s why we’re so keen to see it preserved for
future generations.” 

Chitra and Robbie have left a gift in their will to the
Hamilton Conservation Foundation. They’re not shy about
discussing their plans, either. “We're not mega-rich
philanthropists but every bit helps and we trust that our gift
will have an impact.” The couple also recently had a bench
placed in the Dundas Valley. “It’s no use to us to be
commemorated after we’re gone!” remarks Chitra with a wry
smile.  

The long-time Ancaster residents each enjoy the Valley in
their own ways. Robbie is a long-distance cyclist and year-
round fitness enthusiast, often strapping on ice-cleats
during the winter months. Chitra is an avid hiker and prefers
to explore the trails during the warmer months. The couple
can often be found on the Monarch Trail. Robbie and Chitra Singh visit a natural area  near the village of

Frigiliana in southern Spain. 
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Your donations at work
Where donations came from:

n Corporations: $187,778 28%

n Events: $   60,286 9%

n Foundations: $   93,790 14%

n Individuals: $149,254 22%

n Government $101,600 15%

n Interest (Endowment & Bank): $   76,051 11%

Total: $668,759 100%

What they supported:

n Land Securement, Trails $417,449 78% 

& Capital Projects 

n Education and Conservation  $117,379 22%

Awareness

n Cultural Heritage $        240 0%

Total: $535,068 100%

A discrepancy between donations received and spent is to be expected from year-to-year as land and trail projects do not necessarily proceed in the year in which funding is received. To
view our complete 2019 Audited Financial Statements and Statements from previous years please visit our website at www.hamiltonconservationfoundation.ca or call Foundation
Administrative Coordinator Toby Tresidder at 905-525-2181 ext. 129.

Dear Friends,
As we prepare this year’s report on 2019 activity, we find ourselves in very
different times. The pandemic continues to disrupt our lives – but also provides
a reason to be optimistic. Until things return to normal, we can still look forward
to enjoying the many conservation areas and natural areas that your donations
help to support.

As we reflect and report on the last year, it gives me the opportunity to thank you, our
donors, for your continued support of conservation and helping us to ensure natural areas
are preserved for now and the future.

This year’s report focuses on legacy – the lasting statements of your generosity that you are
providing for future generations. Whether creating or contributing to an existing
endowment fund to support a program, including the Foundation in your will, donating a
gift of shares, or making the Foundation a beneficiary of a life insurance policy, these legacies
will ensure that our natural areas are maintained forever, new natural spaces are protected,
and future generations of children will continue to learn and be exposed to conservation
through our education programming.

The importance of natural spaces has never been more important. To all of you, the donors
who help create and maintain them, thank you! 

Sincerely,

Grace Correia
Executive Director
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2020 Board of
Directors
Margaret Reid, Chair
Fred Fuchs, Vice Chair
Alex Luft, Secretary-
Treasurer
Renee Bulger
Bianca Caramento
Suresh Daljeet *
John Laratta
Graham Reid *
Jennifer Stebbing
Justin Taravski
Rebecca Taylor
Dave Vander Ploeg *
Ex-officio Members:

Cllr. Lloyd Ferguson (HCA
Chair)
Lisa Burnside (HCA CAO)
Director emeritus:

Alan Stacey

* indicates that the Director
was appointed by the Chair
and has not yet been
presented to the Membership.



Legacy gifts pay tribute to late husband’s charity work
Hazel Awde paid tribute to her late husband with legacy gifts to
many of the organizations he supported as a volunteer.
Hazel’s late husband Murray (d. Dec 23, 1998) served on the Foundation’s
Board of Directors in the 1980s and early 1990s, serving as Chair of our
Publicity Committee. His role in promoting conservation was invaluable at
a time when the Foundation had no staff members and relied entirely on
the skill sets of volunteers. Luckily for the Foundation, Murray sold
advertising for CKOC before retiring and was a well-known figure among
local media outlets, making him a perfect fit for the Publicity Committee.

Known by his colleagues and peers as “Mr. Volunteer,” Murray volunteered
for dozens of local organizations. In addition to volunteering with the
Foundation Board, he served as a canvasser for the Canadian Cancer
Society for 30 years, chaired the Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal,
volunteered with Wesley Urban Ministries, was honored for his volunteer
service by the Sertoma Club of Hamilton and was active in the Ryerson
United church congregation.

Murray’s late widow Hazel was equally involved in Ryerson United Church
and chose to show her love of the wider Hamilton community through her
estate.

Hazel left gifts in her estate to several of the charities Murray supported
with his volunteerism, including the Foundation.
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Hazel Awde passed away in November of 2014,
leaving legacy gifts to a number of local charities.

Dobson-McKee Family honours Dundas roots with
Environmental Education endowment
With a number of generous gifts over the last 15 years, the family has built the Dobson-McKee Family
Environmental Education Endowment Fund. The fund, now worth over $700,000, ensures that future
generations will be able to explore, understand and appreciate the beautiful diversity of the Dundas Valley.
Richard Dobson, son of Tom and Wilma Dobson, attended the Foundation’s Annual General Meeting in 2008 and gave a very
moving speech on behalf of his sisters Ginny and Nancy, and his mother Wilma, all residents in Calgary, Alberta, and his uncle

and aunt Bill and Donna Dobson of Ancaster. He talked
warmly of his father’s adventures exploring the Valley;
how his mother and father met and spent their early
married life in Dundas, and what the Dundas Valley had
come to mean to him. 

Tom and Wilma Dobson “began their commitment to
each other as teenagers in Dundas and remained
together as a loving couple for over 65 years,” Rick’s sister
Ginny told HCA staff back in 2008.  “Through wise
leadership and counsel, humour and compassion, they
made a difference to many varied and widespread
individuals and organizations.  This endowment honours
their cherished memories of family traditions in the
Dundas area and their dedication to the importance of
environmental education and preserving natural areas
for public use.” 

Tom Dobson and Wilma McKee.  Sulphur Springs 1939



Taylor bequest helps
expand Conservation
Areas
George and Connie Taylor left a gift of nearly
$1.1 Million directly to the Hamilton
Conservation Authority (HCA) in 2010. 

With the exception of land donations, gifts are typically
best made to HCA’s charitable partner, the Hamilton
Conservation Foundation. This ensures that the donor’s
wishes are honoured and the gift is fully celebrated.
Regardless, the Taylor bequest has still had a huge
impact. 

Since the gift was received, HCA has been able to
purchase conservation lands adjacent to Dundas Valley
CA and Westfield Heritage Village and near Valens Lake
CA with the donated funds. Without these funds, HCA
would never have been able to secure, protect and
nurture these lands for the benefit of future
generations.

While the Taylors are no longer with us, their estate will
continue to play a vital role for the natural world here in
the Hamilton Watershed for years to come.

Tribute Tree donors give
thousands for plantings to
honour loved ones
The new program, which puts Tribute gifts toward
native tree and shrub plantings where they are
needed most on conservation lands in the
Hamilton watershed.

The program, supported by Dodsworth & Brown Funeral
Home - Ancaster Chapel, recognizes those honoured with
tribute gifts at the Beckett Living Forest in the Dundas
Valley Conservation Area.

To date, the program has received tribute gifts honoring 43
individuals, generating over $15,000 in donations.

While the Covid-19 pandemic has delayed the plantings
that will be enabled by these donations, they are planned
for Fifty Point CA, Dundas Valley CA with additional events
to come as the pandemic improves.
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Foundation Chair Margaret Reid (left) and Executive Director  Grace
Correia (right) unveil the new program with staff from the Dodsworth
& Brown Funeral Home - Ancaster Chapel last Fall.

Ready to plan a gift of your own?
Consider a legacy gift to the Hamilton Conserva-
tion Foundation when you are evaluating your
personal, family, and financial needs as well as
your long-term charitable giving. 

There are different options for legacy gifts which may pro-
vide significant tax benefits. Your accountant, lawyer, or fi-
nancial planner can give you information and advice on
how to best make these gifts work for you.

Let us know!

If you have already created a legacy gift, please take a mo-
ment to let us know. Any information you provide will
help us to respect your gift intention, honour your legacy,
plan for the future confidently, and inspire others to follow
your kind example. Your specific gift will always remain
strictly confidential.

To notify us of a planned gift, please call 905-525-2181 ext. 111 or
email grace.correia@conservationhamilton.ca



Robbie and Chitra Singh visit a natural area in the village of Frigiliana in southern Spain. While the couple have taken a number of hiking trips to
Spain, they count themselves lucky to have access to so much of the natural world right here at home.

“The environment gives us so much joy and happiness.
We want to support it!” (continued from page 1) 

Chitra developed her love of nature at an early age. “We both
grew up in Calcutta and were lucky enough to live in houses
with large gardens. I was always climbing trees. Anytime my
parents needed me, they would inevitably find me up in a
tree at one of my friends’ houses,” she recalls with a laugh.  

The couple came to Hamilton in 1975 and soon set their
sights on the Ancaster neighbourhood they now call home.
While they were always aware of the natural world that
surrounded them, they began exploring it in earnest when
Robbie began training for a long-distance hike along the
Camino de Santiago between south-western France and
Santiago de Compostela in Galicia in north-western Spain. 

Chitra and Robbie have taken a number of other hiking trips
to Spain but count themselves lucky to have access to so
much of the natural world right here at home. “Between the
Bruce Trail, Royal Botanical Gardens and Hamilton
Conservation Authority (HCA), we’re so lucky to have
organizations that care for the environment here in Hamilton.
There are tremendous mental and physical health benefits

that come from access to the natural world,” explains Robbie. 

Chitra recalls meeting now-retired long-time HCA General
Manager, Ben Vanderbrug, when she served as President of
the Ancaster Rotary Club in 1995. “People like Ben have long
inspired us to support efforts to protect more land. It’s
important that we have an impact, certainly in the Valley
where we hike, but also throughout the entire ecosystem. The
waterfalls are beautiful and spectacular but we also need
grasslands, wetlands and spaces for the birds. All of the land
is important.” 

Knowing that they’re supporting that broader ecosystem
gives Chitra and Robbie a great sense of satisfaction. Robbie
explains: “If you buy a car, you’re sitting there in three months
wondering whether or not you’ve made a wise decision with
your purchase. If you plant a tree or make a gift, you know
that, whatever happens, you’ve made the right choice. That’s
a very powerful feeling.” 

It’s no wonder Chitra and Robbie are always so cheerful. If you
see them out on the trails, we hope you’ll smile too! 



Thank you to all of our fantastic donors
We’re proud to recognize everyone who donated between December 1, 2018 and November 30, 2019

Sonya Altena
Cindy Aniol
Bob and Laurie Arbeau
Elaine and Roger Ashton
Dennis and Patricia Baker
Steve Baldry
Mary Lou Bartlett
Helen Barton
Patti Beamsley
Joan Bell
Ann Beniusis
Frederick Bennett
Valerie Bennett
Josie Berardo
Barbara Bergevin in honour of

Judy & Jack McIlwraith
Dave Binder
The Bishop Family
Joseph and Dorothy Bolf
Jackie and Bill Boros
Rondalyn Brown
Kim Brown-Blyleven
Janet Bryers
Thomas Bryner
Carolyn Buck
Marcus Buck & Norma Moores
Renee Bulger
Lisa Burnside
Brian and Patricia Cameron
Paul and Sara Cannon
Gord Carpenter
Shirley Carson
Matt Casey
Brunhilde Cawi
Mary Chantrell
James Cimba
John and Lynn Coates
Anne Collins
Christine Conroy
Grace Correia
Gordon R. Costie
Jim Couch
Ian and Jane Couper
Diane Cowan
Robert D. Crockford
Mark and Roberta Crowther
Eric and Sharon Crump
Frank Cucullo
Karen Culp
L. Anne Dackombe-Paines
Stephen Dalton

Margaret Davidson
Kathy Della-Nebbia
Nancy Dermo
Terry Dermo
Angela Dewit
Maria Di Salvo
Rob Dobos
The Dobson and McKee Families

- in honour of Tom and Wilma
Dobson

Karen and Kevin Dore
Charles Doubrough
Shirley Downer
Harry Drews
Robert Duboy
Ted Dwyer and Madeleine

Tanglao Dwyer
Barry Dyment
Diane Elliott
John Evans
Tammy Faux
Sandy Ferreira
Deb Fester and Chuck Clark
Lesley Filice
Terri Finch
Robert Fleming
Mary Ford
Carolanne Mary Forster
Gregg and Angela Friday
Mary Elizabeth and Bill Fulton
Alexandra Gall
David Gerrie
Hope Gibson
Charles Gidley
John and Florenza Giusti
L. Ann and Bob Glass
Valerie and David Goddard
Susan Goetz
Kelly Grafton
Andrea Grant
Kay Grant
Dorothy Gruggen
Dr. John and Gillian Gunstensen
Shawn Guthrie
Stan and Janyce Hadala
Joan and Ken Hall
Cecil and Gladys Hamilton
Derek Hamilton
Gerd Hammar
Beryl and Joseph Hammill
Corey Hankuk Kim

Theresa Harper and Matt
Valeriote

Lynn Harris
Phil Harris
Vi Harris
Marion Harrison
Bruce and Marian Harschnitz
Travis Haws
Martine and Mel Head
John and Lois Heaslip
Sarah Hedden
Arthur Heidebrecht
Margaret Henning
Joan Hewitt
Patricia Hickey
Peter Hill
Peter Hogeterp
Sharon and Stephen Holford
Abigail Rebecca Hughes
Jeremiah Hurley
Annette Huys
Christina Jager
Angela Jefferson
Ed and Margaret
Michael Johnston
Janine Jones
Ken Joslin
Michael and Elizabeth Kay
Sara Kinnear
Joel Konik
Paul Korber
Andrea Krowinski
Dianne Kunz
Barbara Laking
Carley Landon
Mike Landon
John Laratta
Lynne Larsen
Anita and Frank Lauinger
James Lawrence
Jo-Anne Le Mare
Jeng Lee
Anne Lees
Wendy Leger
Tricia Leong
Cathi Lightfoot
Lillian Ling
Linda Lowrey
Alex Luft
Alex Lye
David and Theresa MacDonald

Joan MacDonald
Peter MacDonald
Richard and Ethel MacDonald
Doug and Sue Mallory
Roger Mann
Kendra Marjerrison
Carolyn Isabel Marsh
Dawn Martens
Gail Matheson
Olga Maxemiuk
Eugenia McCaw
Mary McCormack
Michelle McDonald
Sheila McDougall
Doreen McGahey
David and Joan McInnis
Anita McKerracher
Jane McLean
Cathy McNabb
Marie McNabb
Mary Ann McNamara
Angie and Gordon McNulty
Eileen and John McQuade
Alan Mendelson
Derek Mendes da Costa
Frieda Mirehouse
Emily Moeller
Robert Moeller
Carl and Dorothy Moore
Patrick and Valerie Moore
Laura Moreno
Katie Morgan
Jan Moulton
Gail Mumford
June Murray
Michael Murray
Sandra Myke
John Naismith
Kelly and Robert Neale
Anne Newbigging
Leslie and Ken Nieradka
Brianne O'Grady
Richard Omatsu
Sheila O'Neal
Alyson Osborne
Duke and Kay O'Sullivan
Lisa Palermo
Susan and David Pasian
Ann Gillespie and Stewart Patch
Shirley Paterson
Scott, Cheryl, Abi & Zach Peck

Ingrid Pedlar
Ursula Pelissero
Janina and Helmut Petri
Karen Phillips
Morgan Pirie
Tom and Libby Pokoradi
Nancy Pollock
Karen Priebe
Valeska Ramsay
Adam Redish
Anne Redish
Margaret Reid
Bonnie Rich
Jordana Riis
Tim and Lorraine Robinson
Dan Ashwin and Carolyn Rogers
Philip and Jodie Rogic
Corinne Roos
Sandy Root
Wilf Ruland
Sheila Russell
Patrick and Ellen Ryan
Isabelle Sadauskap
Art Samson
Deanna Sayle
Diane Scardamaglia
Jeremy Schofield
Aaron Schulenberg
Karl Schwarze
Doug and Malle Scott
Melissa Shin
Marion Shoeman
Chitra and Robindra Singh
Beth Smart
David and Janet Smith
Judy Pollard Smith
Ms. Katherine Smith
Dr. Spencer Smith
Janet Snaith and Bruce Duncan
Gwyneth Steinnagel
Barbara Stewart
Jeff Stock
Anne Strang
Carmelo Strazzulla
Michael Street
Robert Tartaglia
Jennifer Taylor
Martin Taylor
Rebecca Taylor and Warren

Barden
Douglas Wayne Taylor

Dave Taylor Wilson
Jaime Tellier
Dianne Terris
John Thode
Sandra Thomaidis
Lori Thomson
Amy, Joshua and Liam Thorne
John Thornton
Kathleen Tiers
Maria Topalovic
Peter Topetto
Barb Trapp
Bill Trapp
Janelle Trapp
Alyssa and Toby Tresidder
Susan Trink
David and Susan Van Sickle
Janina Vanderpost
M. Evelyn Veale
Mark Tamminga and Joany

Verschuuren
Christopher Vert
Jim and Sue Waddington
Irwin and Susan Walker
Jane Walker and David Price
Lynn and Roy Walton
Allan Watson
Nancy Watts
Ine Wauben
James and Brenda Welch
Carrie West
John and Jean Wheeler
Barbara Williams
Boris Williams
Shirley Williams
Rob and Sandra Winninger
Henk Wondergem
Donald Woodside
Susan Wortman
Brian and Nancy Wylie
Gwyneth Xagoraris
Kathryn Yates
Heather Yoell and Jianping Xu
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Individual Donors



Trustee of Conservation ($100,000-249,999)

Friends of the Eramosa Karst (FOTEK) Inc.

Steward of Conservation ($10,000-24,999)
The Children's Fund (AM900 CHML, Y108 & 95.3 Fresh)
Richard Thode
LeVan Family Foundation at the Oakville Community Foundation in memory of Richard

LeVan

Guardian of Conservation ($5,000-9,999)
Enbridge Gas
David and Joan McInnis

Partner of Conservation ($2,500-4,999)
Grace Correia
Jeremiah Hurley

Partner of Conservation (cont’d)
Duke and Kay O’Sullivan
Douglas Wayne Taylor

Friend of Conservation ($1,000-2,499)
Margaret Davidson
John Evans
Beryl and Joseph Hammill
Margaret Henning
Annette Huys
Anita and Frank Lauinger
Jeng Lee
Sheila McDougall
Bernard Stout
Henk Wondergem

Tribute Tree Donations
Our 2020 native tree and shrub plantings across the Hamilton Watershed were generously funded through
donations received in honour of the following: 

Milestones on the Donor Wall
We want to recognize the following donors whose cumulative giving hit a new milestone in the last year!

ArcelorMittal Dofasco G.P.
Bellmoore Elementary School
Burlington Runners Club
Cambridge Handweavers & Spinners Guild
Charles Jones Industrial Limited
Chitty Charitable Foundation at the Strategic

Charitable  Giving Foundation
The Children's Fund (AM900 CHML, Y108 & 95.3

Fresh)
Digital Dynasty Design

Dodsworth & Brown Funeral Home - Ancaster
Chapel

Environment Hamilton
Enviro-STEP Technologies
Eventbrite Canada
Friends of the Eramosa Karst (FOTEK) Inc.
Friends of Doctor Cairo
Glendale Motors - Doug Kloet
G.N. Webster & Associates Ltd.
Hamilton Community Foundation

Hamilton Future Fund
Hamilton Industrial Environmental Association
Hamilton Port Authority
Lynden Horticultural Society
Mountain Valley Retriever Training Club
The Murphy Investment Group at CIBC Wood

Gundy
National Steelcar Limited - Employees Charitable

Donations
Northland Nursery

Ontario Folk Dance Camp
Ramp Communications
RBC Foundation
Rotary Club of Ancaster A.M.
Rothsay
Sticks n Stones Trail Race (Happy Trails Racing)
TC Energy
TD - Friends of the Environment Foundation
The Paint Company Inc

Julie Ballarano
Ruth and Scott Edgett
David Fioravanti
Michelle Gagnon
Brian Goetz

Patricia Green
Bailey Gruber
Cameron Leslie
Richard Levan
Judy McIlwraith

John Norris
Ted Peck
Ann Ruch
Douglas A. Scott
Bob Simpson

Jane Spears
Arno Steinnagel
Jackie Trapp
Sarah Wakefield
Maureen Jean Wolfe
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Corporate and Foundation Donors

Other Tributes
Donations were received in honour of the following: 

Janice Armstrong
Mona Bell
Harry and Hilde Boegel
Christine Bonsall
Brad Collingwood
Gloria Teresa D'Alesio
William Egan
Tori Garofalo
Margaret Harris
John Hawker
Vi Histed

David Hitchcock
M. Yusuf Huda
Abigail Rebecca Hughes
Warren Johnson
Judith Kores
Lorraine Langham
Cameron Leslie
Ethel MacDonald
Frank MacIntyre
Michael Mahoney
Loreen Margaret Mallory

Alice and Garth McClelland
Zofia Michalska
James Munro
Marija Palcic
Baiba Prenninger
Marie Robbins
Leonard Saltmarsh
Julianne Seabrook-Fedoriw
Diane Simon
Scott Snider
Harriet Sprague

Arno Steinnagel
Norma te Boekhorst
Brian Telfer
Marilyn Thompson
Bill and Malaika Valeriote
Johnny Valeriote
Jan Verhage
Heather Wilson
Murray Wright

Legacy Gift Circle
We are proud to recognize all those who have shared their plans to make a gift through their estate.

Krista Boyd
Angie and Gordon McNulty
Doug and Malle Scott

Chitra and Robbie Singh
and 3 donors who wish to remain anonymous.
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The Hamilton Conservation Foundation protects and enhances natural
and cultural legacies by raising and stewarding funds for the Hamilton
Conservation Authority.
Our charitable registration number is 85997 5617 RR0001.

Your donations to the Hamilton Conservation
Foundation help to:

l Get kids learning about the environment
outdoors

l Protect and improve the Hamilton
watershed’s meadows, forests, streams and
wetlands in our Conservation Areas

l Build new trails and improve existing ones
l Bring history to life at Westfield Heritage

Village

Thank You!
ELC Plant Survey
Dundas Valley CA


